Unusual presentations and complications of hairy cell leukemia.
In a series of 116 patients with hairy cell leukemia at the Ohio State University, followed for over 20 years, several unusual presentations and complications were encountered. The awareness of these unusual findings might be of help to investigators in the prompt diagnosis and treatment of this disease. The patients presented had, at the time of initial diagnosis, spontaneous rupture of spleen, cryptococcal meningitis, massive splenomegaly with hairy cell infiltration with normal peripheral blood and bone marrow examination, and marked leukocytosis. Some patients developed unusual complications during the course of their illness, such as gastric submucosal infiltration by hairy cells with secondary protein-losing enteropathy, spinal cord compression with paralysis, esophageal perforation with fistula tract, and massive ascites and pleural effusion with typical hairy cells present in the ascitic and pleural fluid.